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human beings, themselves animate, could bo so mistaken as to treat inanimate things as animate. Even animals seldom mistake a lifeless thing for a living thing. I believe that this tendency of the human mind to attribute life and soul to lifeless and soulless objects, can be and has been accounted for by a more general tendency, nay, by what may almost bo called a necessity under which the human mind is laid by human language, which cannot form names of any objects except by means of roots, all of which arc expressive of acts. It was impossible to name and therefore to conceive tho sun or the moon, or a tree or even a stone, except as doers of something, which something is expressed in one of those four or five hundred roots that formed the capital of language. This, which has been called Energism, is tho highest generalisation, and comprehends, and at the same time accounts for Animism, Personification, Anthropomorphism, Spiritism, and several other isms.
But the question now before us is this, Did a belief in Transmigration of souls have anything to do with Animism, or that general belief that not only animals have souls like men, but that inanimate objects also may be inhabited by souls? for it must be remembered that from tho very first Metempsychosis meant tho migration of the souls, not only into animals, but likewise into plants*
Whatever may have been the origin of a belief in Metempsychosis in other parts of tho world, in India, at all events so far as we may judge by the Upani-shads, this belief had nothing to do with the ordinary Animism. Its deepest source seems to have been purely ethical. The very reason why the soul, after